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Prioritization of State Investments in Delta Levees and Risk Reduction

(a) Prior to the completion and adoption of the updated priorifies developed pursuant to Water Code section 85306, the
intenm prionities hsted below shall. where applicable and to the extent permutted by law, suide discretionary State
investments m Delta flood nsk management. Key prionties for intenim funding include emergency preparedness,
response, and recovery as descnibed in paragraph (1), as well as Delta levees funding as desenibed m paragraph (2).

(1) Delta Emergency Preparedness. Response, and Recovery: Develop and mmplement appropnate emergency
preparedness, response. and recovery strategies. including those developed by the Delta Multi-Hazard Task Force
pursuant to Water Code section 12994.5.

(2) Delta Levees Fundmng: The pnionties shown in the following table are meant to zuide budget and funding allocation
strategies for levee improvements. The goals for funding prionties are all important, and 1t 15 expected that over ime,
the Cahifornia Department of Water Resources mmst balance achievement of those zoals. Except on 1slands planned for
ecosystem restoration. improvement of nonproject Delta levees to the Hazard Mihigation Plan (HMP) standard may be
funded wiathout justification of the benefits. Improvements to a standard above HMP. such as that set by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers under Public Law 84-99. may be funded as befits the benefits to be provided. consistent with the
Cahifornia Department of Water Resowrces’ curent practices and any future adopted mvestment strategy.

Priorities for State Investment in Delta Integrated Flood Management
Categories of Benefit Analysis
Localized Flood
Protection

Ecosystem

Levee Network Conservation

Protect existing and
provide for a net
increase in channel-
margin habitat.

Protect water quality
and water supply
conveyance in the
Delta, especially
levees that protect
freshwater aqueducts
and the primary
channels that carry
fresh water through
the Delta,

1 Protect existing
urban and adjacent
urbanizing areas by
providing 200-year
flood protection.

Protect small com-
munities and critical
infrastructure of
statewide
importance
(located outside of

Protect floodwater
conveyance in and
through the Delta to a
level consistent with

the State Plan of Flood

Control for project

Protect existing and
provide for net
enhancement of
floodplain habitat

urban areas) levees

Protect existing and
provide for net

Protect cultural,
historic, aesthetic, and

3 Protect agriculture
and local working

landscapes. recreational enhancement of
resources (Delta as wetlands.
Place).

For purposes of Water Code section 85057.5(a)(3) and section 5001(j)(1)(E) of this Chapter, this policy covers a proposed
action that involves discretionary State investments in Delta flood risk management, including levee operations, maintenance,
and improvements. Nothing in this policy establishes or otherwise changes existing levee standards.
"Coegual goails" means the two goais of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring,
and enhancing the Delta ecosystem. The coequal goals shail be achieved in a manmer that protects and enhances the wmique cultiral,
recreational, nanmral resource, and agricultnral values of the Delta as an evolving place. ™
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